Epithelial downgrowth after clear cornea phacoemulsification: report of two cases and review of the literature.
To report two cases of diffuse epithelial downgrowth after clear cornea phacoemulsification and to review the different treatment options for this ominous disease. Two interventional case reports. Retrospective review of two eyes from two different patients in whom epithelial downgrowth developed 7 and 3 months after uneventful clear cornea phacoemulsification. In the first case, the epithelial invasion seemed to be growing from the temporal incision site onto the corneal endothelium toward the visual axis. Cryotherapy was applied to the affected cornea, with control of the growing membrane. A penetrating keratoplasty was performed to restore visual function. In the second patient, the membrane was attached to the iris and posterior cornea and was confirmed by diagnostic argon laser photocoagulation. This case was surgically treated with en bloc excision and a corneoscleral graft. Visual acuity at the final follow-up visit. Surgical treatment of the epithelial downgrowth was different for both patients. In the postoperative period, a best-corrected visual acuity of 20/60 and 20/30 was achieved in each case. No regrowth of the membrane was observed. Treatment of epithelial downgrowth is controversial. We present two cases of epithelialization of the anterior chamber with either clinical or histologic confirmation after clear cornea sutureless phacoemulsification. Surgical treatment should be attempted promptly to obtain a good visual prognosis.